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An empirical study on effects of reading “Representative men of Japan” by Kanzo Uchimura

on reduction of the vulgarity of the masses
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Abstract
The authors’ past study focused on the classic book “Representative Men of Japan” by Kanzo Uchimura for reducing one’s vulgar
disposition. Through the experiment for 300 university students, it is indicated that reading this book has an effect of reducing the
vulgarity of the masses at least for 2 weeks. In this study we implemented panel survey to explore persistent effects of reducing the
vulgarity of the masses. The obtained data indicated that the effects are not verified for “everyone” 3 month after reading the book.
On the other hand, it is indicated that effects of reading the book was larger for those who have more experiences of social interaction
with the others in childhood. In addition, we found that participants who read “Representative Men of Japan” tend more to
recommend the book to others. Therefore, reading “Representative Men of Japan” might have relevant effects to prevent

massification of human being.
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Experimental procedure
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“Discipline” and life circumstance in child period
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Table 7

Change in mean of vulgarity and t-test (wavel-wave2)
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Change in mean of vulgarity (wave 1-wave 2)
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Simple liner regression analysis for difference of vulgarity scale (wave 1-wave 2)
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