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DESCRIPTION OF NARRATIVE ON POWER GENERATION BUSINESS
TO CONTRIBUTE TO LOCAL VITALITY

Tomohiro ARAKAWA, Marina YOSHIMURA, Ayu MIYAKAWA and Satoshi FUJII

Due to modernizations, the traditional spirit "Sanpou - yoshi" that was presented by Omi merchants
was lost and, instead, the "commercial business" based on the "profit driven spirit" was developed in
many industrial sectors in our country. As a result, human resources and capitals have been excessively
concentrated in the cities and subsequently the local traditional industries are disappearing. Regional cit-
ies are facing a crisis that the "region" itself "disappears". This situation is a crisis of "nation-state",

which also means the decline of "national power".

In this study, as one way to overcome the crisis of extinction of these local cities, the authors focused on



"geothermal power generation business" in Oguni-machi Waita, Aso-gun district, Kumamoto Prefecture,
which is being practiced right now as "a new local industry"”, that is an alternative to the revival of local
traditional industries. We describe the narrative based on interviews to stakeholders involved in the power
generation business. Through the interpretation of the interviews, we clarified factors that contribute to
start to restore regional vitality in the region, that is, elements that are required to be understood when we
aim in particular to regional vitality revival towards the national power enhancement.



