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DESTRUCTION OF LANDSCAPE BY THE MASSES:
IMPLICATION OF ORTEGA’S “THE REVOLT OF THE MASSES” FOR RICH LANDSCAPE

Yoshihiro KOMATSU, Tsuyoshi HATORI and Satoshi FUJII

Recently, it is indicated that destruction of landscape is becoming serious in Japan.In this study, we focused on “‘the vulgarity of
the masses” that is regarded as a mental disposition of an individual, which might be of relevance to the issue of landscape. Based
upon Ortega’s Political Philosophy, it was hypothesized that if people became vulgar, they would disregard and moreover damage
beautiful landscape. In order to test this hypothesis, we implemented a questionnaire survey. In the questionnaire, we asked
participants to respond to some measurements for the spiritual vulgarity which were developed based on Ortega’s “‘the revolt of the
masses” (1930) and investigated the influences of these measurements upon participants’ attitudes towards landscape. The obtain
data statistically supported the hypothesis, and it was indicated that the masses might have a negative influence on the landscape.



