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SURMOUNTING THE WATSUJI’S REGIONAL-SOCIAL CLIMATE THEORY
TOWARD PRACTICAL REGIONAL-SOCIAL CLIMATE THEORY::
A critique about “regional-social climate, an anthropological discussion” by Watsuji
from the view point of civil-engineering based on the modern conservatism

Satoshi FUJII

In this paper, it was recognized that a regional-socia climate was important for civil engineering. With
this recognition, “a regional-socia climate, an anthropological discussion” by Watsuji was criticized in
order to find implications for civil engineering. It was discussed that Watsuji’ s ontology implies that civil
engineering influences the existence of human being as well as regional society. It was also discussed that
philosophical discussions by Watsuji could not logically distinguish between just and unjust
regional-social climates. Thisis a practical obstacle that prevents civil engineers form applying Watsuji’s
philosophical discussion to public works. Finally, it was discussed that the modern conservatism would
be helpful for overcoming the practical problem of Watsuiji’s philosophical discussion.
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